I Lab Update: Decision Algorithm for Respiratory Virus Infection (RVI) Testing for ED Admissions
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1. If high suspicion for COVID, change status to
presumed positive ; admit to COVID unit
2. If likely alternative dx, admit to non-COVID unit

1. If Gen Med, admit to COVID unit
2. If appropriate for Specialty Service,
admit to Specialty Service?

Consider multiplex
testing on unit (i.e.,
Biofire 2.1) to assess for
viral co-infection3
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Consider multiplex testing

(i.e., Biofire 2.1) for further
clinical evaluation?
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Decision for further RVI
testing at the discretion of
the admitting MD based
on clinical evaluation
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Admit to non-COVID unit
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2The final admission unit is always at the discretion of the ED attending MD
3Do not delay empiric oseltamivir pending test results in patients suspected of having influenza

IMaintain RVI isolation precautions in these symptomatic patients until RVI ruled out (mask and eye protection for everyone; “covid precautions” for




